Subacute combined degeneration of the cord: Putnam-Dana syndrome.
The association of anaemia and gastro-intestinal abnormalities with disorders of the brain, spinal cord, and peripheral nerves has been recognized since the mid 19th century. In early reports interpretable as subacute combined degeneration, anaemia was overlooked, and conversely in Addison's and other early reports of pernicious anaemia, cord and nerve changes were not recorded. This paper shows that Lichtheim first combined the two observations, and illustrates the excellent descriptions in 1890 of James Putnam and Charles Dana. The most complete early account was that of Russell, Batten and Collier in 1900.